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“We won’t sacrifice material or quality of 

construction just to get the price down. You 

will know exactly what your space will look 

like before it is built and exactly how much it 

will cost before the project starts.”

Using appropriate materials for a basement finishing project is critical. Choosing the wrong materials can 

lead to mold growth and be harmful to you and your family. 



FORWARD
This is not a do-it-yourself book because finishing a below grade space properly is not a DIY project. 

What makes me an expert? That is a great question. I became a licensed builder in 1994. Immediately I 

started taking on all types of projects, including basement finishing. After years of extensive research we 

have put together a collection of materials that are designed to be used in below ground projects. We 

consider our materials to be the best materials on the planet for basement finishing.



THE 
“STACK EFFECT”
The Stack Effect creates a bottom-to-top airflow 

in your home. Air from the basement is drawn 

upward into the first floor and continues to the 

second floor. 

Of course, it dilutes with other air in your home, 

but scientists say that 50% of the air you breath on 

the first floor, is air that came from the basement. 

Therefore, whatever is in your basement air is also 

in your home and is affecting you. If there is mold 

in the basement, there are mold spores upstairs. 

This is why it is crucial to use materials that will not 

be prone to mold growth.
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THE RIGHT MATERIALS
What are the right materials to use? Basements are below grade spaces that naturally have higher humidity 

than the rest of your home. It is important to think about all of the components of your basement to 

ensure the space is comfortable, warm, and free of mold. This includes not just walls, but flooring, ceilings, 

moldings, post wraps, air systems, and lighting.
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THE WALLS
There are two main things to look for in exterior 

wall construction for a basement finishing project. 

Wall Construction

Wall Insulation

The exterior wall must be constructed of materials 

that will not support mold growth. This means using 

materials that are inorganic, such as metal studs and 

rigid foam insulation.

The walls should have continuous insulation. 

Traditional construction, where insulation is installed 

between the studs, creates a thermal break. This 

means you will have a cold spot in your wall at every 

stud location.
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THE FLOORING
It is just a matter of time. Your basement is going to leak, a pipe will burst, or the dishwasher will fail. When 

it does, all of that water is going to end up on the basement floor. There are a few types of flooring that can 

withstand the inevitable water event in your basement.

Vinyl Plank Vinyl Tile Carpeting
This floor provides a luxurious 

wood plank look but is inorganic 

and water resistant and will not 

grow mold, rot or buckle.

High quality vinyl tiles have the 

look of real ceramic tile and are 

even grouted in place. They look 

great and are waterproof.

Carpeting gives your basement 

a warm, cozy feel and is an 

alternative to the water resistant 

vinyl flooring options.
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THE
CEILING

Drop Ceiling Drywall Painted Joists

Drop ceilings provide access to 

all of the ductwork and pipes 

hanging from your floor joists. 

A drywall ceiling will give you the 

same look and feel that as the 

upper levels of your home.

In basements with ceiling height 

restrictions, painted the ceiling 

is a great option to really open 

up the space.



MOLDINGS &
POST WRAPS
There is only one good option for moldings 

and post wraps and that is cellular PVC. 

Wood is not a good option for your 

moldings because it is organic, and can rot 

and grow mold. PVC moldings and post 

wraps come with a lifetime no mold, no rot 

warranty.
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Aprilaire

The Aprilaire combines energy 

efficiency with a convenient self-

draining design.

THE
AIR SYSTEM
Having a dry basement with clean air is a must. 

The Aprilaire dehumidifier with air scrubber 

will provide finished or unfinished basements 

with clean dry air, making the basement a more 

comfortable and healthy space be in.
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THE
LIGHTING
The best option for lighting in 

a basement is LED recessed 

lighting. LED lights last 50 times 

longer and are much more energy 

efficient than incandescent lights.

The energy cost of LED light is drastically less than incandescent light 

and the savings are realized in months. If you use your LED bulb for 8 

hours a day, everyday, that bulb is rated to last up to 17 years!



THE
WRONG
MATERIALS
Now that we have talked about the right 

materials to use in basement finishing 

let me spend a minute telling you what 

the wrong materials are. Under the 

right conditions, any organic material 

in your basement can and will grow 

mold. Wood studs, fiberglass insulation, 

regular drywall and wood moldings can 

and will grow mold when water or high 

humidity are present.
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DO IT RIGHT OR DO IT AGAIN
I have a saying that I live by, Do it right or do it again. Do 

yourself a favor and “do it right.” Choose materials that 

are designed specifically for basement finishing and are 

constructed to withstand a humid environment, like your 

basement.

LOOKING TO
GET STARTED?

Our team is here and ready to 

show you what we can do to 

transform your basement! For a 

Free Consultation gives us a call at 

248-926-6630!
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